Dear NCBIS Year 2 families,
Children in Year 2 follow the IB Enhanced Primary Years Programme in conjunction
with the UK National Curriculum.
Learning to inquire into the world around them and to develop a set of
transdisciplinary skills helps children to become independent learners. A wide range of
learning opportunities within and outside of the classroom, add breadth and interest
to our programme of study. This brings to life our children's learning and develops
their academic learning as well as their personal and social growth.
Underpinning their academic learning is our commitment to ensuring every child
achieves their best by developing a set of attributes we believe are necessary to
become well-rounded members of an international community of learners.
Please take time to read through this curriculum guide and attend our parent
information sessions and workshops to find out more.
Sarah Neild
Head of Primary

The NCBIS mission is:
To provide a learning environment that supports academic achievement whilst promoting personal growth through the attributes of the IB Learner
profile, within a caring international community committed to the traditional values of honesty, courtesy, respect, integrity and fair play.
Vision Statement - in 2021 NCBIS is:
An international school of renown that provides an education of excellence by which students are prepared for a rapidly changing world where skills,
values, attitudes and attributes are as important as knowledge. This education enables students to fulfil their academic, sporting and artistic potential
and develop a positive and creative mindset that enables them to achieve success at school and in later life. This is achieved in a happy atmosphere
and safe and stimulating physical environment that is conducive to academic learning as well as personal and social growth. NCBIS will continue to be
celebrated for its warm and caring ethos and its positive contribution to a sustainable and just world.
Values:
NCBIS is guided in all its actions and decisions by its commitment to:
•
Providing quality education in a safe, secure and caring environment
•
Ensuring choice and challenge both within the curriculum and the extracurricular programmes
•
Promoting academic and personal achievement
•
Inspiring intellectual curiosity, critical thinking and enthusiasm for learning
•
Developing each student’s unique talents to help them achieve their potential
•
Maintaining an internationally diverse community of open-minded people
At NCBIS the IB learner profile is central to our approach to education and is incorporated into all aspects of our daily teaching.
Further details about the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme can be found by clicking here. See below for further information by using our
contents page to click and locate.
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Year 2 News and Events site
We pride ourselves on working alongside our school community in bringing out the best and part of this is our school year group news and events
sites. If you follow this link you can find a wealth of information and up to date news, events, photos and videos that celebrate our primary school.
Residential and educational visits
Not all learning at NCBIS takes place in our classrooms and within our school community. Curriculum learning experiences are enhanced by
educational visits.
Our educational visits link classroom learning to the real world and we select these carefully with our students’ ages and how the educational visits
support learning, the PYP units of inquiry or whether they focus on a particular aspect of learning such as MFL, social or emotional, sporting or the
arts. Our educational visits also focus on taking action, environmental issues, the Global Goal as well as developing interpersonal skills and team
building.
We are highly committed to ensuring our students’ safety as well as providing the best learning experiences. All of our educational visits are
well-planned, involved extensive risk assessments, preparation and follow up.
Sun Safety
Part of our educational experiences at NCBIS is to ensure that our students are sun safe in primary. During all of our outdoor educational visits and at break
times, students are required to wear a cap.  Read George the Sun Safe Superstar with your child to learn more.

Wellbeing
Bringing out the best in our children and school community is our priority and ensuring our students’ wellbeing is a significant part of this. Our
children are safe and happy and our pastoral team are always available for support. Students also learn about personal, social, citizenship and
health education through standalone and incorporated lessons.

IB Primary Years Programme overview

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB-PYP) has been specifically designed for students aged 3 - 12 years. This internationally
recognised programme provides students with the opportunity to learn and explore through the use of inquiry, promoting an academically
challenging curriculum which fosters international-mindedness thus making it the ideal curriculum for our students.
Key Components
There are five key components to the IB/PYP curriculum:
★
★
★
★
★

Attitudes
Knowledge
Key Concepts
Skills
Action

Key Concepts
There are eight key concepts that drive instructions
through inquiry, questions, and investigation.
● Form - What is it like?
● Function - How does it work?
● Causation - Why is it like it is?
● Change - How is it changing?
● Connection - How is it connected to other things?
● Perspective – What are the point of view?
● Responsibility – What is our responsibility?
● Reflection – How do we know?

Attitudes
There are twelve attitudes we want students to value and
exhibit. They are interwoven throughout every aspect of the
curriculum.

●
●
●
●
●
●

Appreciation
Commitment
Confidence
Cooperation
Creativity
Curiosity

●
●
●
●
●
●

Empathy
Enthusiasm
Independence
Integrity
Respect
Tolerance

Skills
There are five transdisciplinary skills students develop as they
involve themselves in the learning environment.
●
Thinking Skills
●
Research Skills
●
Self-management Skills
●
Communication Skills
●
Social Skills

Knowledge
There are six transdisciplinary themes students will
investigate throughout the year. These themes are
globally significant and cover
concepts that are interconnected, can be addressed in all
disciplines (subjects), and can be applied to real life.
●
Who We Are
●
Where We Are in Place and Time
●
How We Express Ourselves
●
How the World Works
●
How We Organise Ourselves
●
Sharing the Planet

Action
Students are encouraged to reflect, to make informed
choices and to take action that will help their peers,
school staff, and the wider community.
These are student-initiated responses to what they are
understanding and learning about themselves and the
world in which they live.

The IB Learner Profile
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognising their common humanity and shared guardianship of the
planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. The 10 IB Learner Profile qualities prepare students for life.The IB Learner Profile is the IB
mission statement in action.
INQUIRERS
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to
learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of
learning throughout life.

OPEN-MINDED
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values
and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are
willing to grow from the experience.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

CARING
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and
we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

THINKERS
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action on
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

RISK-TAKERS
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently
and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful
and resilient in the face of challenges and change.

COMMUNICATORS
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in
many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other
individuals and groups.

BALANCED
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—intellectual,
physical, and emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognise
our interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.

PRINCIPLED
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with
respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our
actions and their consequences.

REFLECTIVE
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and
personal development.

PYP Units of Inquiry - more information
The Primary Years Programme at NCBIS is developed around a programme of inquiries into important ideas and requires a high level of involvement
on the part of the learners. These inquiries are substantial, in-depth and usually last for several weeks. The inquiries are based on the six
transdisciplinary themes and involve learners in an in-depth exploration of a central idea, developing their conceptual understanding. Throughout
each inquiry, learners develop their transdisciplinary skills; thinking skills, social skills, communication skills, self-management skills and research skills.
Who we are
Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families,
friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
Where we are in place and time
Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the
relationship between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilisations, from local and global perspectives.
How we express ourselves
Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.
How the world works
Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use
their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
How we organise ourselves
Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities;
the structure and function of organisations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.
Sharing the planet
Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and other living things; communities and the
relationship within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
In each year group across NCBIS primary, the central idea explored during a theme differs to ensure children get a chance to fully develop skills and to
build upon conceptual understanding. Lines of inquiry are followed which help to guide the children's inquiry into the central idea.

Year 2 Curriculum overview
Unit 1
Choices
Who We Are
Sept. 2nd to Oct. 17th

Central idea
The
central
idea
promotes conceptual
understanding,
supported by the
identified PYP key and
related concepts. The
central idea challenges
and extends students'
prior knowledge.

Lines of Inquiry
A line of inquiry is a set
of questions that we
are trying to answer
through reading and
research. They are
questions that we
might already have a
partial answer to but
that you would like to
pursue further.

Unit 2
Traditions
How We Express
Ourselves
Nov. 3rd to Dec. 5th

Unit 3
Inventors
Where We Are in
Time and Place
Jan. 12th to Feb. 27th

Unit 4
Jobs
How We Organise
Ourselves
March 1st to April 9th

Unit 5
Forces
How the World Works
April 26th to June
25th

Year-Long Unit
Choices
Sharing the Planet
Various
times
throughout the year

Our daily choices Different
cultures
affect our lifestyle.
recognise important
events
through
celebrations
and
traditions.

Inventors
and All communities rely on We transfer forces each Choices that people and
scientists have made people having different day to make our lives communities make can
easier.
change
the
discoveries
that jobs.
environment.
changed our world

* Daily habits and
routines
* Consequences of our
choices
* Balanced Choices

*
The
reasons
inventors
invent
things
* The impact of
inventions on society
and future societies.
* Advantages and
disadvantages
of
inventions.
* The process of
inventing.

* The traditions that
are
commonly
celebrated.
*
How
different
cultures
celebrate
different traditions.
* Similarities and
differences between
celebrations around
the world.

* Kinds of work people
do in a community.
* The specific skills,
knowledge
and
personal
qualities
needed for different
jobs.
* The way people
work together to
service
the
community. .

* We can use three
common forces (Push,
Pull, Twist/Screw)
* We can transfer
forces to make an
impact in our lives.
* We can use various
methods
olf
transferring forces.

• The classifications of
materials which can
be
reduced,
recycled,
reused.
• The impact of
reducing,
reusing and recycling
materials.
•
The
practical
solutions of

reducing waste in our
community.
•
We
have
responsibility to
care
for
our
environment
Learner Profile
Learner
profiles
describe the range of
human capacities and
responsibilities that go
beyond
academic
success. They imply a
commitment to help
all members of the
school
community
learn
to
respect
themselves, others and
the world around
them.

Subject focus

Balanced
Knowledgeable
Reflective

Open-Minded
Risk-Takers

Inquirers
Risk-Takers

Inquirers
Open-Minded
Knowledgeable

Inquirers
Risk-Takers
Thinkers

Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled
Caring
Reflective

Science:

Social Studies:

Science:

Social Studies:

Science:

●

The history of different
celebrations and how
they have had an impact
on Society.

To identify and compare
the suitability of a
variety of everyday
materials,
including
wood, metal, plastic,
glass, brick, rock, paper
and
cardboard
for
particular uses.

●

●

Science:
● Identify
and
compare
the
suitability
of
a
variety of everyday
materials, including
wood, metal, plastic
etc.
● Find out how the
shapes of solid
objects made from

●
●

To find out about
and describe the
basic
needs
of
animals, including
humans,
for
survival (water, food
and air)
To describe the
importance
for
humans of exercise,

Social Studies:

Understand
geographical
similarities
and
differences through
studying the human
and
physical
geography of a
small area of host
country, and of a
small area in a

●

Identify
and
compare
the
suitability
of
a
variety of everyday
materials, including
wood,
metal
,
plastic etc.
Find out how the
shapes of solid
objects made from

eating the right
amounts
of
different types of
food, and hygiene.
●
To describe how
animals obtain their
food from plants
and
● other animals, using
the idea of a simple
food chain, and
●
identify and name
different sources of
food.
Social Studies:
● To use the basic
principles
of
a
healthy and varied
diet to prepare
● dishes.
● To
understand
where food comes
from.

●

●

●

●

●

●

Changes
within
living
memory.
Where appropriate,
these should be
used
to
reveal
aspects of change in
national life.
The
lives
of
significant
individuals in the
past
who have
contributed
to
national
and
international
achievements. To
compare aspects of
life in different
periods
Develop
an
awareness of the
past, using common
words and phrases
relating
to
the
passing of time.
Identify similarities
and
differences
between ways of
life in different
periods.
Understand some of
the ways in which
we find out about
the past and identify

●

●

●

●

contrasting country
Key
physical
features, including:
beach, cliff, coast,
forest,
hill,
mountain,
sea,
ocean, river, soil,
valley, vegetation,
season and weather
Key
human
features, including:
city, town, village,
factory,
farm,
house, office, port,
harbour and shop
Use
aerial
photographs
and
plan perspectives to
recognise landmarks
and basic human
and
physical
features; devise a
simple map; and use
and construct basic
symbols in a key
Use simple compass
directions (North,
South, East and
West) and locational
and
directional
language
[for
example, near and
far; left and right],

●

●
●

●

some materials can
be
changed by
squashing, bending,
twisting
and
stretching.
Asking
simple
questions
and
recognising
that
they
can
be
answered
in
different
ways
observing closely,
using
simple
equipment
Performing simple
tests
Identifying
and
classifying
using
their observations
and ideas to suggest
answers
to
questions
Gathering
and
recording data to
help in answering
questions.

some materials can
be
changed by
squashing, bending,
twisting
and
stretching.

different ways in
which
it
is
represented

Educational
Visits

APE

PE

Striking,
Invasion

Music

●
●
●
●

MFL
Arabic

Native ●

MFL
Non-Native
Arabic

●

●
●
●

Sitara

Athletics

and

The story Samba.
Instruments in Samba
Perform and compose
Samba and inspired
pieces
Singing development

Invasion,
Fielding

●
●
●
●

Kidzania

Striking

and

Sounds relating to
weather and seasons.
Composers
Understanding
of
genre
Perform and compose
pieces
of
music
inspired
by
the
weather and seasons

Daily Routine- timeline
Healthy and unhealthy
food.

Reasons people celebrate

Daily routine- timeline
Healthy and unhealthy
food
Describing words

●
●
●

to describe the
location of features
and routes on a map

Daily routine
Fruit and
vegetables
I like and I don't like

Recycling Center

Gymnastics, Dance, Yoga
and Invasion

Striking, Net & Wall Games,
Gymnastics and Swimming.

Striking, Net & Wall Games,
Gymnastics and Swimming.

Not Applicable

●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●

●

Ongoing
skills
development
Story performance
Students will learn
how to improvise,
compose, perform and
listen.
Vocal
skills
and
performing.

People
things.

●
●
●
●
●
●

invented

useful

Birthday invitations
Numbers
Months
Recycling
Classification
of
materials
Recycle- Reduce Reuse
Project

●
●
●

●
●
●

Ongoing
development
Rondo
Class ensemble
Recorders

skills

Jobs
Verbs & Adjectives
When I grow up:
want to be _____

Notation and theory
Music Literacy

Notation and theory
Music Literacy

Stand-alone: Farm Animals

Continuation of work done
in first 5 units of inquiry

Stand-alone:
● Traditional Stories
● Animals
● Colours

Continuation of work done
in first 5 units of inquiry

I

Continuation of recycling
work

MFL French

●
●
●
●
●

Online Safety

Essential agreements
Revision
Set up routines and
target language
Daily routine
Opinions on food and
drink

Developing online safety
guidelines Unit 2.1 – We
are Year 2 rule writers
Reviewing and editing our
online safety guidelines
consider online safety
scenarios encountered in
Year 1 (both at school and
at home) and appreciate
how these new experiences
can be used to update their
online safety rules.
consider what strategies
they might use if their
usual trusted adult is not
available
review and edit their online
safety guidelines.
develop their online safety
rules so they are easily
understood
and
appropriate for Year 2
pupils.
Social
and emotional
wellbeing and developing

●

(Recycled
tires
metal-paper & plastic)
Recycling frames

Christmas in France

●
●
●

Numbers
Months
Birthdays

Responsible internet use
Unit 2.3 – We are safe
searchers
Learning how to use search
engines safely
Online safety focus:
understand the very basic
principles of how search
engines work.
understand the key steps
for searching the web
safely.
understand how to report
concerns when searching
the web.

Keeping information safe
Unit 2.4 – We are code
masters
Generating
strong
passwords and keeping
them safe
Online safety focus:
understand that passwords
are an important part of
keeping information safe.
understand the differences
between strong and weak
passwords.
understand that sharing a
password makes it weak.

●
●

Future tense
Add to bank of
questions: A l'avenir je
serai...je travaillerai
dans...

Stand-alone topic (to be
decided based on student
needs)

Continuation of work done
in first 5 units of inquiry

Digital citizenship
Unit 2.5 – We are online
behaviour experts
Solving
online
safety
problems
Online safety focus:
understand that the way
technology is used is as
important as good online.
Playing games and having
fun Unit 2.6 – We are
game raters
Understanding
and
applying the PEGI rating
system
for
games
Online safety focus:
recognise the PEGI age
rating system for digital
games, understand that the
system is useful for helping
people decide which games
are appropriate.
understand what to do if
someone nearby is playing
a
game
which
is

Playing games and having
fun Unit 2.6 – We are
game raters
Understanding
and
applying the PEGI rating
system
for
games
Online safety focus:
recognise the PEGI age
rating system for digital
games.
understand that the system
is useful for helping people
decide which games are
appropriate.
understand what to do if
someone nearby is playing
a
game
which
is
inappropriate for them.

Continuation of work done
in first 5 units of inquiry

resilience Unit 2.2 – We
are not online bullies
Creating a strong message
against online bullying
Online safety focus:
begin to understand the
concept of online bullying
and the role of the
bystander.
develop an understanding
of the consequences of
online bullying.
recall their online safety
rules for reporting concerns
and
inappropriate
behaviour.

inappropriate
for
them.behaviour.
understand that the way
we use technology impacts
the people around us.
further develop responses
to incidents of poor
behaviour online.

English Language and Mathematics
English Language and Mathematics are taught in both stand-alone lessons as well as incorporated within our Unit of Inquiry lessons. Learning
objectives for English Language and Mathematics are taken from the UK national curriculum and students are assessed against these throughout the
year by staff assessment and online standardised assessments.
English Language
English language learning is divided into the following areas. Students set targets in reading and writing which are shared with parents. These areas of
learning cross over into other curricular areas.
❖ Spoken language - speaking and listening
❖ Reading - see below for further information
❖ Writing
➢ Spelling - we use a progressive spelling programme
➢ Handwriting and Presentation - cursive handwriting is taught once students have formed their letters correctly and can start to
add in joins
➢ Composition - our students enjoy Talk for Writing as one aspect of our writing programme and Pobble which is an online
writer’s platform and which is the basis of our writing progress checks and assessment. Our students use writing toolkits as a
checklist for their writing to ensure that they have all of the needed literary features and devices within their writing and that
they understand them.
Click here for information on the UK National Curriculum for English language for Year 2 students. This link is also on our Year group news and events
site.

Reading

PM Benchmark overview
13 coloured bands
For children aged 5 to 12 years
Competence
in
decoding,
comprehension,
fluency
and
phrasing.

We individually assess our students
using PM Benchmark / Probe when
required as well as using the New
Group
Reading
Test
(GL
assessment online) twice per year
to assess our students.

NGRT overview
Quickly assesses the range of
reading skills. The programme is
fully adaptive and standardised. As
it’s
adaptive,
it offers a
personalised experience for each
student, ensuring it’s accessible for
those who are struggling and
challenging for those who need to
be stretched, so you can get to the
root of any problems identified
precisely and quickly.

Students are sent home reading books from the class staff as well as bring home “browsing box” reading books which are books that they select
themselves. In addition students bring books from our primary library. Some children love to re-read the same book so if they bring home a book that
you have read with them before, talk to them about why they have chosen this book and attend our workshop on reading to find out about how to
make the most of re-reading books! All of our students are placed on a different coloured band for reading according to their specific reading level.
Whilst your child may be confident in decoding (reading the sounds or words) they may need more depth of mastery in comprehension, fluency or

phrasing and therefore the band that your child is on will reflect their overall reading level. Remind your child to also select books that are based on
their interests and that challenge them so that you can practice your reading skills too!

Mathematics
NCBIS primary follows the UK National Curriculum objectives for mathematics and our scope and sequence documents . Click here for information on
the UK National Curriculum for mathematics for Year 2 students and here for Year 2 Mathematical vocabulary. These links are also on our Year group
news and events site.
Year 2 Mathematics topic overview
Topic 1

Topic 2

Topic 3

Place Value, Ordering, Addition
and Multiplication
Counting, Estimation
Subtraction and Money Division
Introduction to Maths
Passports

Topic 4
and Data Handling

Topic 5

Topic 6

Topic 7

Shape

Fractions

Measurement/Time

Mental maths
At NCBIS primary we use Maths Passports to support our students with their mental maths. Click here to view information on Maths Passports

Modern Foreign Languages
The MFL department at NCBIS is committed to broadening pupils’ understanding of the world and developing strong, long-life linguistic skills. Along
with learning new words and sounds, enthusing young minds is the key aspect of learning a language; we give pupils plenty of opportunities to
experiment with the language and therefore remember vocabulary through games, songs and play. This is the first step towards becoming an
independent language learner and gives students the opportunity to be creative with their target language.
We strive to make learning languages fun and meaningful, providing pupils with opportunities to collaborate and work independently. We believe
that becoming confident with a language is a springboard to creativity both in and out of the classroom. We encourage pupils to take part in games
entirely in the target language so that they challenge their reading and writing skills.
A key part of the MFL philosophy is to provide an environment where students are encouraged to take risks which inevitably will lead to students
making mistakes. The idea behind this is that students will learn from these mistakes. This open environment allows pupils to grow in confidence and
not feel intimidated when speaking in front of their peers.
We provide opportunities to promote intercultural understanding, for this is a vital element of language learning. We are therefore committed to
ensuring that each lesson contains an element of cultural reference to not only the target language country but the wider world.
The MFL department uses the National Curriculum for England as a guideline. We provide our students with a high-quality language programme that
enthuses all pupils to develop a love of languages.
How you can help
To develop their fluency children will need to practise fundamental vocabulary regularly. Invite children to teach you all the new words they learned in
class, and encourage the regular use of linguascope.com (please see the username and password in your child's planner).

Computing (IT) and STEAM
Our computing curriculum is based on the UK National Curriculum, PYP
programme of study and a comprehensive e-safety curriculum.
Students have the opportunity to extend their knowledge of technology and
promotes their understanding of the online world.
Embedded within our curriculum, computing takes place throughout learning
within school and at home. We utilise online learning platforms to enhance
our students’ learning and please do read our online and hardcopy leaflets
about our online learning sites for students.
Our IT suite is specifically designed for optimal learning and students in
Upper Primary have the opportunity to attend specific computing and STEAM
sessions in the suite for 2 sessions per week.
What is STEAM? This year we are proud to introduce new STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities to support and inspire our
innovators of tomorrow. Creativity through technology is developing at a
tremendous rate and our aim is for our students to be enthused, engaged and
excited by technology.
From coding, e-safety, online learning and soft skills, our curriculum is
designed to equip pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to
understand and change the world.

PE
At NCBIS we use the National Curriculum in England as a guideline for the teaching of physical
education.
We provide our students with a high-quality physical education curriculum that inspires all
pupils to succeed and excel in recreational sports. Our students are exposed to multiple
opportunities to become physically confident in a way which supports their health, fitness and
makes them become well-balanced individuals.
NCBIS provides a wide range of opportunities in sport which builds character and helps to
embed values including; healthy lifestyles, leadership, fairness and respect.
In our Lower Primary School, students develop fundamental movement skills, become
increasingly competent and confident. They access a broad range of opportunities to extend
their agility, balance and coordination, individually and in teams. They engage in co-operative
physical activities in a range of increasingly challenging situations.
Students are taught to;
• Master movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well as developing
balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range of activities.
• Participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending.
• Perform dances using simple movement patterns.
• Master basic swimming techniques which develop strokes techniques
• Perform basic gymnastics movements.

The Arts
Our arts programme is largely based on the UK National Curriculum but delivered within the PYP
framework.
The arts is broken into four areas, with each area being taught in different ways, through specialist
lessons as well as incorporated throughout our curriculum and activities both within and outside the
classroom.
● Art
● Drama
● Music
● Dance
NCBIS provides a high quality music education that engages and inspires students to develop a love of
music and their talent as musicians.
In Upper Primary our learning targets are to; develop creativity and imagination; develop music skills
and processes; cultivate critical responses to music and understanding music in context through the
integrated activities of performing, creating and listening.
All students receive two lessons of academic music per week. Topics are selected specifically to
develop the knowledge and understanding of beginner musicians and remains relevant and useful to
students who do not take one-to-one tuition.
Dance is taught primarily within students’ PE lessons. Students are also given opportunities
throughout the year to showcase their passions and talents.

Assessment
Assessment is a vital part of the learning process and students at NCBIS are given the opportunity to develop their own self and peer assessment skills.
At NCBIS students are given the opportunity to;
• co-create success criteria
• use and create their own assessment rubrics
• assess their own, personal understanding against success criteria
Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning)
Formative assessment is ongoing and takes a variety of forms including; quizzes, observation, anecdotal notes, marking and feedback on written work
and discussion. Formative assessment explains what the next steps are and informs future teaching.
Summative Assessment (Assessment of Learning)
Summative assessment is carried out at the end of a unit of work. Students are assessed using tasks which measure their understanding of specific
outcomes of the Scope and Sequence, adapted from the English National Curriculum. At the end of units of inquiry, summative assessments check
children's understanding of the central idea of the unit.
At the end of each term, summative assessments are sent home. These should be discussed with your child so that they can explain their own and
their teacher's assessment outcomes.
Benchmark testing takes place each year using GL Assessments; an online assessment tool which provides external validation of children's progress.
GL assessments take into account a pupil's chronological age on the day of testing. The results give teachers areas of strength and those areas which
need developing.
Each child sets targets with their class staff in reading, writing and mathematics. They will be shared with you so that you can discuss these with your child as
well as track their progress at home.
At the end of Term 1 a brief overview progress report is sent home and at the end of Term 3 each child receives a full written report which is emailed home.

Home learning
At NCBIS our home learning is planned to ensure a balance of developing independency, reinforcing topics learnt in school as well as student and staff wellbeing.
Reading and spelling is encouraged daily.

Home learning menus covering all curriculum areas are sent home in hard copy or electronically which encourage your children to select the topics,
areas of learning and type of learning that interest them. Home learning menus are sent home in different time frames; per unit or per half term.
As well as home learning menus, there are optional learning activities on the Year group news and events site. These are for your child to do at home
and are reviewed for accuracy with you at home, ensuring that families have an open and proactive dialogue about learning: families are aware of the
topics being learnt and how they are learnt.
Online learning platforms
We use different websites for home learning too - have a look at
our Online Learning Guide to find out more.
English Language
Pobble (writing)
Literacy Planet (all)
First News - reading (news)
Phonics Play (phonics)
Letter-join (handwriting)

Mathematics
Mathletics (all)

Modern Foreign Languages
Linguascope (French and Spanish)

General
Espresso
Calm

Global Goals
NCBIS supports the Global Goals for sustainable development by including the Global Goals within our teaching and learning and by taking action..
What world do we want by 2030?

