


About us

Originally founded in 1978, NCBIS, a not-for-profit NGO, is a leading 
British International School in Cairo with over 60 nationalities in a 
population of 700 students catering for learners from Nursery to 
Year 13. NCBIS is an IB World School and an accredited member of
COBIS, BSME, CIS, NOB and AOBSO. It is also officially recognised by 
the Department of Education in the UK as a British School Overseas 
after coming through an BSO ISI inspection in October 2019. NCBIS 
is also a COBIS Training School for the Middle East region and was 
recognised as the ‘International School of the Year for the Pastoral 
Initiative in February 2020.

NCBIS Mission is to provide a learning environment that 
supports academic achievement whilst promoting personal growth 
through the attributes of the IB Learner profile, within a caring 
international community committed to the traditional values of 
honesty, courtesy, respect, integrity and fair play.

Vision

In 2027 NCBIS will be the first school of choice in Cairo, providing 
unrivalled experiences that will enable all students to follow their 
passions and become successful, caring citizens and leaders in 
tomorrow’s world.



IB Certified School

The IB supports schools and teachers to provide a 
rigorous, high-quality education, offering professional 
development.

International Community

NCBIS is a truly international community with 
more than 60 nationalities represented in its student 
population.

Professional Staff

NCBIS currently employs over 85 expatriate teachers, 
the majority of which come from the UK. 

Parent Teacher Group

We have an active PTG, which is a fundraiser for the 
community and a  supporter for NCBIS activities.

CAS Programme

CAS stands for Creativity, Activity, Service. All IB 
students must complete the program throughout their 
IB Diploma.

Family Size School

NCBIS’ size and layout allow everyone to know each 
other. We offer world-class education from 3-18 years 
old, so the entire family can be accommodated on 
one site.

Extra Curricular Activities

Are a crucial time for your child’s development with 
the opportunity to contribute or diversify his/her 
interests and skills.

Educational Visits

A key feature of our educational programme is 
to provide opportunities for learning outside the 
classroom.



Why choose an IB School

Students at NCBIS follow a course of study with a global reputation for 
academic excellence, and universities throughout the world recognise 
the IB Diploma as an entrance qualification to higher education degree 
courses. In some countries, such as the United States or Canada, the IB 
Diploma qualifies students for advanced placement or academic credits. 
Students awarded the IB Diploma are also often the first choice for top 
universities when compared to students with other qualifications.

For more information on the International 
Baccalaureate please scan this QR code.



In our Early Years school, our strong pastoral ethos, alongside 
our Early Years curriculum taught alongside the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), supports our younger learners by providing 
a safe, welcoming environment which provides an exciting and 
stimulating experience for their learning journey.

Through play, children learn many of life’s vital skills such as:
• Problem-solving and learning cause and effect.
• How to play with others through compromise, conflict resolution 

and sharing.
• Development of fine and gross motor skills.
• Nurturing of their creativity and imagination
• Discovering their independence and growth of positive self-

esteem.
Free Flow Play is used within our NCBIS early years setting and 
allows children to move freely indoors and outdoors, providing a 
richer learning environment for your children.



In the Primary School, we have taken the UK National 
Curriculum for England and sequenced it into a series of subject-
specific, comprehensive Scope & Sequence documents, which we 
teach through the pedagogy of the Primary Years Programme 
(PYP). 

Our curriculum promotes active learning and is supported by a 
pastoral focus which strives for all of our students to feel cared 
for, independent and successful. We want our children to have a 
sense of belonging and through our motto, Bringing out the Best, 
we encourage student voices and want our students to stand out 
as leaders.

Our school values technology and our Primary school has an 
IT suite as well as access for all year groups to ipads. Interactive 
whiteboards are in each classroom.

We value all staff within our primary community and work with 
TA College to ensure that our teaching assistants are trained and 
up to date with current practices.



The Dutch Stream is an integral part of NCBIS.The main 
focal point in the Dutch Stream is to instill a joy for learning in 
all our students. Our students are privileged to enjoy bilingual 
education (Dutch-English) in small groups, in which a lot of 
attention is paid to students’ individual needs.

In the Dutch Stream, the Dutch National Curriculum is taught 
within the framework of the Primary Years Program. This, in 
combination with joining their peer groups in the English Stream 
for Unit of Inquiry, Music and PE lessons, makes sure that our 
students truly get the best of both worlds

 While the Dutch Stream feels like a close knit community in 
which our students feel safe and at home very quickly, they also 
benefit from a large school campus and its facilities in a very 
international setting. We are moulding true citizens of the world, 
with a little bit of Dutch flair.



Secondary School, in Key Stage 3 our students follow the 
English national curriculum which provides them with a broad and 
balanced foundation which is built upon in subsequent years.

As well as the core subjects of Mathematics, English and Science, 
all students also study Art, Computer Science, Drama, Geography, 
History, Music, Physical Education and Personal Social and Health 
Studies. As an IB School we also value the development of languages 
and as such students choose two languages from standard Arabic, 
MFL Arabic, French, German and Spanish, which best suits their 
interests and background.

The Key Stage 4 curriculum (Years 10 and 11)  is an exciting time in 
your son/daughter’s education. Most students will sit nine (I)GCSE 
examination subjects from within the regular option programme.  
The partnership between school, parents and students is critical to 
your son/daughter’s success at (I)GCSE. In Years 10 and 11.



In Key Stage 5, students follow the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme. Students choose six academically challenging 
subjects to follow from our wide range of options. Three of these 
will be at Higher Level (240 hours per subject), and three at 
Standard Level (150 hours per subject).
The students also engage in the Diploma core consisting of Theory 
of Knowledge (TOK), The Extended Essay, and Creativity Activity 
and Service (CAS) where they have the opportunity to develop 
themselves beyond the academic rigors they encounter in the 
classroom. 



Our students are growing up in an exciting time which creates 
complex challenges and new opportunities.  As an IB World School, 
NCBIS aims to develop internationally minded people who, 
recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of 
the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 

New Cairo British International School is committed to helping 
students fulfil their potential and experience success through an 
educational environment which responds to individual need, and 
which stimulates and challenges each and every student.

Learning for Life is a subject designed by NCBIS school teachers 
with the aim of better equipping students with the skills to face 
the challenges posed by life in the 21st century. 

Secondary School Pastoral



Secondary Counselling and Mentoring Services

NCBIS provides students with a confidential School Counselling 
Service to support their emotional wellbeing alongside their 
academic needs.  The School Counsellor is a qualified and 
experienced professional that students can go to to talk about a 
range of social and emotional issues relating to school or home life.

It is the belief of NCBIS that if students are able to receive emotional 
support they will have greater opportunity to fulfill their potential. 
Some of the things you can talk to the counsellor about are:

• self esteem
• depression or anxiety
• friendship issues
• chaotic home life
• settling in and belonging
• body image and identity
• parental or family relationships
• loss of a loved one
• third culture issues
• mindfulness and mindset coaching

Referrals to the School Counsellor can be made from one of the 
Heads of Key Stage, a parent, or a student can seek an appointment 
themselves. In addition to this we also have a Secondary mentoring 
service. This service is more concerned with overcoming behavioural 
and emotional obstacles to learning.

Our dedicated Secondary mentor works with students both inside 
and outside of the classroom to enable students to build the self-
efficacy and strategies to be able to access their learning at a more 
proficient level.



The peer mentoring service provides older students with the 
opportunity and responsibility of supporting a younger student 
through part of their school journey. Student mentors are trained in 
active listening, empathy, influence and non judgemental practice 
to support a mentee with social and emotional challenges from the 
position of  being another young person who has also navigated 
the school journey.  Mentees have the opportunity to meet on a 
weekly basis for designated time with their mentee to talk through 
problems and help find solutions.

Careers and Progression to Higher Education

At NCBIS, the onsite careers counsellor guides secondary school 
students through the transition to post-secondary education, 
including guidance on course selection, information on career 
choices, and direct support for all aspects of the university application 
processes. We oversee the process of finalizing each student’s list of 
colleges and ensure that all supplementary application materials are 
submitted by the relevant due dates. The counsellor also conducts 
information meetings with parents to share information about the 
college admissions process, with an emphasis on the differences 
between admissions in different regions.



Inclusive Learning Department

Whether your child requires English as an Additional Language 
(EAL), short term booster support or a more structured personal 
learning plan, NCBIS provides a range of additional and specialist 
learning support programmes to help your child maximise their 
potential, their gifts and their talents. 

Our strong and versatile whole school team of inclusive learning 
specialists focuses on early identification of any learning needs and 
on supporting all our students in successfully accessing the curriculum 
– from Early Years right through to IB Diploma level.

Inclusive Learning at NCBIS importantly supports our high potential 
learners who also require additional challenges to develop their 
abilities. We know from experience that, if high potential learners 
are well catered for, they are more likely to be engaged in their 
learning and to contribute positively in all areas at school.  

With all our inclusive learning support, our holistic method is to 
work in partnership with families and teachers, joining together to 
inspire and celebrate our learners’ ever-evolving achievements.



Modern Foreign Languages Department

Language acquisition is an important part of an international 
education and one that we at NCBIS value. We have performed 
an in-depth analysis into our curriculum and provision for language 
learning.Therefore, we will be offering the following provision 
starting in August 2020: 

Reception: Fun Arabic lessons are provided, these lessons are to 
introduce the idea of modern foreign language learning and the 
language of our host country to students in a fun way through 
songs and stories. 
Year 1: Students will participate in a carousel of different language 
classes (French, Arabic and Spanish).
Years 2 to 6: Students will choose from Arabic (Native or 2nd 
language), French or Spanish.

Secondary: We currently offer Arabic as a first language and Arabic,
French, German and Spanish as foreign languages.
We are also looking into the possible introduction of Italian, Polish 
and Mandarin, whilst the Dutch Stream also offers Dutch for Dutch 
speaking Secondary students.



Physical Education and Sport Department

The important role that physical exercise plays in a child’s cognitive 
and social development is recognised by the fact that at NCBIS 
all students from Nursery to Year 11 participate in PE lessons as 
part of the curriculum. The PE curriculum is progressive across the 
school, building on a foundation of skill acquisition and conceptual 
understanding that encompasses a wide range of individual sports 
and activities. These range from athletics, gymnastics and dance to 
team games such as football, netball and handball.

As student’s progress through the school, they are exposed 
to challenges and new sports that continue to develop their 
competencies and physiological understanding.

The school offers both GCSE PE and IB Sports Science for those 
who wish to extend their interest in the subject.In addition to 
curricula sports, the school offers a comprehensive extra-curricular 
sports programme for all ages. This includes the opportunity for 
students to compete in both local inter-school and international 
sports competitions in a variety of different sports.



Music and Drama Department

NCBIS offers all students a broad range of musical experience through 
their classroom lessons; this includes composing, performing and 
listening to both classical and popular music.

Students higher up the school can opt to continue studying music to 
GCSE and at IB. There is a full programme of co-curricular activities, 
including orchestra, choir and bands.  In addition to these, students 
organise their own groups to perform popular music. We hold 
regular concerts, both formal and informal, at school and externally 
in Cairo. Instrumental and vocal tuition is available each week from 
a large, dedicated and experienced team of visiting staff.

NCBIS Drama Department is at the creative heart of the school. 
At curricular level, all year students up to year 9 study Drama, 
covering topics such as genre, text, improvisation, physical theatre 
and characterisation.

KS4 students can choose Drama as one of their creative options 
and they are offered a programme of study which prepares them 
for GCSE.

The Department offers Theatre at IB Diploma level. Extra curricular 
drama includes annual school productions. These are varied and 
ambitious: embracing challenges from Shakespere to Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. In secondary school our recent productions include School 
of Rock, Grease, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Honk and  Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.



Extra Curricular Sctivities

ECA´s complement the academic curriculum and students are 
encouraged to engage in activities they enjoy, to try new activities, 
and to develop in different areas. Through some activities, there 
may also be the opportunity to represent the school in events or 
competitions.

Students can represent the school in many ways and may have the 
opportunity to participate in things as part of ISAC, CIBSA, CISSA, 
MEUC, BSME, COBIS, MUN, and many school-based events.

These opportunities can be important and memorable events that 
impact students both cognitively and emotionally.

Through selection, competition, and participation in events outside 
of the classroom, students learn from both achievement and 
disappointment, success, and failure.
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